But, when taken along with the general evidence, which was very strong against the prisoners, the propriety of the decision come to may fairly be questioned. For, there were several direct proofs of violence, and none of natural disease, having occasioned death; the conclusion seemed almost irresistible: but this was for others to decide.?We performed our duty by stating the facts, our opinion, and the doubt which attended the case.
The jury, however, had no alternative?they found both pannels guilty of aggravated assault, and they were accordingly sentenced to transportation for fourteen years. The general history of both the above cases is taken from the evidence adduced at the trials before the High Court of Justiciary.
Edinburgh, 24/A Nov. 18.'31.
